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arch of our moderne doctrine) or obstinately con-
tinued in the search of any one science: I conf esse
I never did it. Nor is there any one art, whereof
I am able so much as to draw the first lineaments.
And there is no scholler (be he of the lowest
forme) that may not repute himselfe wiser than
I, who am not able to appose him in his first les-
son: arid if I be forced to it, I am constrained
verie impertinently to draw in matter from some
generall discourse, whereby I examine, and give a
guesse at his naturall judgement: a lesson as
much unknowne to them, as theirs is to me. I
have not dealt or had commerce with any excel-
lent booke, except Plutarke or Seneca, from
whom (as the Danaides) I draw my water, un-
cessantly filling, and as fast emptying: something
whereof I fasten to this paper, but to myselfe
nothing at all. And touching bookes: Historic is
my chief e studie, Poesie my only delight, to which
I am particularly affected: for as Cleanthes said,
that as the voice being forciblie pent in the nar-
row gullet of a trumpet, at last issueth forth
more strong and shriller, so me seemes, that a
sentence cunningly and closely couched in
measure-keeping Poesie, darts it selfe forth more
furiously, and wounds me even to the quicke.
And concerning the naturall faculties that are in
me, (whereof behold here an essay) I perceive
them to faint under their owne burthen; my con-
ceits, and my judgment march but uncertaine,